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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TO : ALL MEDIA 

DATE : 02 SEPTEMBER 2026 

 
STATEMENT ON THE DEAD SARDINES WASHING ASHORE ALONG MBHASHE 

LOCAL MUNICIPALITY COASTLINE  

 
Mbhashe Local Municipality wishes to inform residents, fishermen and visitors to our shores 
of dead sardines (pilchards) washing ashore along our coastline, including areas around 
Elliotdale and Willowvale. 
 
The Municipality is aware of public concern and wishes to provide clarity in line with the 
findings of the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) and the 
National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications (NRCS). 
 
Cause under investigation 
 
DFFE has confirmed that PHV has never been reported in South African sardines before. 
Investigations are ongoing to determine if an environmental stressor such as low oxygen, 
harmful algae or unusual ocean conditions may have triggered the mortality. Tests for paralytic 
shellfish toxins have been negative. 
 
The investigation is continuing along the West, South and East Coast. 
 
No risk to humans - canned pilchards safe 
 
DFFE and NRCS have jointly confirmed: 
 
- PHV affects sardines only. There is no evidence that it infects humans, other animals or 
other fish species. 
- The detection of PHV does not mean sardines are poisonous or toxic. 
- Commercially canned sardines remain safe for human consumption. The heat-treatment 
(retort/sterilisation) process used in NRCS-approved canning facilities destroys viruses 
including PHV. All facilities are inspected annually.  
 
There is no reason to discontinue consumption of commercially produced canned sardines. 
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Mbhashe Local Municipality, as advised by DFFE wishes to issue the following 
precautionary advice to our communities  
 
- DO NOT collect, handle, consume, sell or distribute dead or dying sardines found on 
beaches. 
- DO NOT feed dead sardines to dogs, cats, livestock or any other animals. 
- Keep children and pets away from areas where large numbers of fish have washed ashore. 
- Fish washed ashore may have been dead for an unknown time and may contain harmful 
bacteria from decomposition, even if they appear fresh. 
 
Municipal action 
 
- Our Environmental Management and Community Services teams are monitoring all affected 
beaches and conducting a clean-up campaign across.  
- We are working with DFFE, Eastern Cape Department of Economic Development, 
Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT), Eastern Cape Parks & Tourism Agency 
(ECPTA) and Amathole District Municipality to safely dispose and bury the sardines.  
- Further updates will be issued as official information becomes available. 
 
We appeal to the public to comply with this advisory in the interest of public health, safety and 
environmental protection. Please report large accumulations to the Municipality. 
 
For enquiries and reporting: 
 
Mbhashe Local Municipality - Environmental Health: 047 489 5800 
DFFE Hotline: 0800 111 990 
 
Issued by the Communications Unit 

For media enquiries: Ms Babalwa Magqwanti - Spokesperson 

Email: magqwantib@mbhashemun.gov.za |Cell phone: 083 237 4184 

mailto:magqwantib@mbhashemun.gov.za%20Cellphone

