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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TO : ALL MEDIA 

DATE : 02 SEPTEMBER 2026 

 
MBHASHE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY TO COMMEMORATE HERITAGE MONTH WITH A 

SERIES OF EVENTS 

Every year, South Africa commemorates Heritage Month in September to honour and promote 

our rich and diverse heritage. In 2026, the month is commemorated under the theme, 

“Celebrating Our Living Heritage: Strengthening the Ties That Bind Us,” which celebrates the 

various cultural identities that shape us as a nation. Through language, music, dance, 

customs, traditions and indigenous knowledge, generations and communities are brought 

together. 

Tourism Month is also observed during September to encourage local travel and showcase 

the country’s diverse tourism attractions. In line with this, Mbhashe Local Municipality will host 

the Ilifa Lo’Mbhashe Festival 2026, a heritage and tourism initiative that brings together a 

series of activities to celebrate and promote the municipality’s cultural heritage and tourism 

potential. 

The initiative, conceptualised by Mbhashe Local Municipality and its partners, showcases the 

area’s unique culture, attractions and investment opportunities to local and international 

visitors. Rooted in the rich traditions, it aims to grow rural tourism and strengthen the 

municipality’s position as a tourist destination in the Eastern Cape, particularly along the Wild 

Coast Tourism Route. 

Through these efforts, the initiative also supports local economic development by creating 

opportunities for SMMEs, youth and communities, helping local businesses benefit from 

increased visitor activity while promoting sustainable livelihoods within Mbhashe. 

 

Members of the media are invited to attend the following activities as follows: 

Eastern Amathole Agriculture and Food Trade Fair  

Date: Friday, 04 September 2026 

Time: 08h00 

Venue: TRC Hall, Willowvale 
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Cycling, Guided Tour and Kayaking 

Date: 11 September 2026 

Time: TBC 

Venue: Lurhwayizo, Willowvale 

 

Hiking Trail/Fun Walk & Aerobics  

Date: 19 September 2026 

Time: 07:00 

Venue: R408, Between Willowvale & Dutywa (Starting Point)  

 

Music Festival and Flea Market 

Date: 19 September 2026 

Time: 09:00am 

Venue: Dutywa Sportfield 

 
Ends  

Issued by the Communications Unit 

For media enquiries: Ms Babalwa Magqwanti - Spokesperson 

Email: magqwantib@mbhashemun.gov.za |Cell phone: 083 237 4184 

mailto:magqwantib@mbhashemun.gov.za%20Cellphone

