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MEDIA STATEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TO : ALL MEDIA
DATE : 02 DECEMBER 2025
MBHASHE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY CONGRATULATES EXECUTIVE MAYOR FOR
OBTAINING A PHD IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION FROM NELSON MANDELA
UNIVERSITY

The Mbhashe Local Municipality proudly celebrates a remarkable milestone in its leadership,
as the Executive Mayor, Clir Samkelo Janda, has graduated with a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
in Public Administration from Nelson Mandela University (NMU). The topic of the Thesis is
“An Analysis of The Municipal Council oversight function: The case of Mnquma Local
Municipality”

Dr Samkelo Janda’s latest academic achievement crowns an impressive educational journey
marked by consistent commitment to governance excellence, public-sector innovation, and
development-focused leadership.

He holds a Master’'s Degree in Governance and Political Transformation obtained from the
University of the Free State, as well as a Master's Degree in Public Administration in
Infrastructure from the University of Pretoria.

In addition, he completed the CPMD in Municipal Finance and Supply Chain Management
through the University of the Witwatersrand, strengthening his proficiency in public financial
management and institutional governance.

Beyond his academic credentials, Clir Janda brings decades of experience rooted in
community development and public service. His career began in education, where he
progressed from Assistant Teacher to School Principal, later serving as Deputy Education
Specialist: Youth Affairs within the Eastern Cape Department of Education, Sport, Arts and
Culture.

This wide-ranging experience continues to inform his leadership approach as Mayor, where
he champions ethical governance, improved service delivery, and strategic development
initiatives across Mbhashe.

Prior to his current role, he served the Amathole District Municipality for 15 years in various
leadership capacities, including:

. Municipal Speaker (2000—-2006 and 2011-2016)

. Portfolio Head for Local Economic Development (LED) (2006—2011)




RSHE MUNICI5,
- \
(8

fn e

2 elixabisekileyo W™

K1 Mbhashe Local Municipality @Q www.mbhashemun.gov.za info@mbhashemun.gov.za

MEDIA STATEMENT

As the first Council Speaker of Amathole, Clir Janda played a pioneering role in shaping
legislative procedures, advancing public participation frameworks, and establishing
governance models that were later institutionalised across South African municipalities. He is
currently serving as a SALGA National Executive Committee member which displays
dedication in shaping Good Governance across all municipalities in the country.

Council Speaker, ClIr Babalwa Majavu, congratulates the Executive Mayor and said this will
help in strengthening oversight work of the municipality and should motivate all councillors to
self-develop and capacitate themselves.

The Municipality celebrates this accomplishment as a powerful asset to the institution.
Municipal Manager Mr Mkululi Nako commended the Mayor, noting that his academic
excellence sets a guiding standard for both municipal officials and young people across the
region.

Issued by the Communications Unit

For media enquiries: Ms Babalwa Magqwanti - Spokesperson
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