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As we bring 2025 to a close and enter the joyful Christmas season, |
extend my warmest greetings to all the residents of Mbhashe. This is
a time of reflection, gratitude, and unity a moment to appreciate how
far we have come as a municipality and to look ahead with renewed
hope.

This year has been marked by significant service delivery progress.
We continued to improve key infrastructure, expand access to basic
services, and empower our workforce with essential tools of trade to
for SMMEs and cooperatives across Mbhashe.
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These tools ranging from agricultural equipment, construction tools, sewing machines, catering resources, machinery,
and other enterprise-support materials were supplied to empower emerging businesses and cooperatives to improve
productivity, increase income, and expand their market presence.

One of our most meaningful achievements this year was the official handover of the Welisizwe Bridge,at Folokwe a
milestone that has brought safe and reliable access to communities previously separated by dangerous river. We also
celebrated a major cultural and tourism highlight through the llifa Lombhashe Festival, which brought together artists,
businesses, families, and young people to celebrate our rich heritage and stimulate the local economy.

The festival has quickly become one of Mbhashe’s flagship platforms for creativity, unity, and community pride. In
addition, we were honoured to welcome home Miss South Africa 2025, Ms Qawekazi Mazaleni, who returned to Dutywa.
Her homecoming inspired hope and pride across the municipality. Her journey reminds our young people that
excellence is possible, and that greatness can rise from right here in Mbhashe.

As we enter the festive season, we anticipate visitors to our beautiful coastline. Mbhashe is home to 10 stunning
beaches, loved for their natural beauty, cultural significance, and tranquillity. We warmly welcome all holidaymakers and
encourage them to enjoy our beaches responsibly, respect the environment, and follow safety guidelines at all times.

As we celebrate, | urge every resident and visitor to prioritise safety on the roads, at the beaches, and in our
communities. Please avoid drinking and driving, adhere to road rules, and be cautious when swimming or engaging in
recreational activities. Our law enforcement and disaster teams will be monitoring all high-traffic areas, including our
beaches, to ensure a peaceful and safe festive period.

Let us protect one another and ensure that each family enters the New Year with joy and good health.

On behalf of the Mbhashe Local Municipality, | wish all households a blessed Christmas filled with peace, love, and
togetherness. May 2026 be a year of progress, opportunity, and strengthened community spirit for all our people.

Merry Christmas, stay safe, and enjoy a peaceful festive season.

Dr Samkelo Janda
Executive Mayor, Mbhashe Local Municipality



