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1. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE POLICY

The purpose of this policy is to provide a clear framework for the administration, management,
and implementation of the Mbhashe Maize Production and Stock Remedy Programme.

Ensure that stock remedies reach farmers in a timely and efficient manner.

Promote fair and transparent processes in the distribution of livestock and maize
support resources.

Support the health and productivity of livestock, maize contributing to food security,
local livelihoods, and economic development.

Enhancing food security within households and communities.

Supporting emerging and smallholder farmers to expand maize production.
Promoting equitable access to agricultural resources for youth, women, and persons
with disabilities.

Increasing local maize production to strengthen the local economy.

Ensure equitable allocation of maize stock remedies per ward based on accurate
livestock numbers.

Strengthen partnerships between the Municipality, DOA, and farmers for effective
delivery of livestock support.

Control internal parasites such as tapeworms, fluke, and roundworms, and external
parasites including ticks, lice, and scab in sheep.

Ensuring sustainable land use through prometing climate-resilient and high-yield
maize varieties.

Encouraging community-based agricultural initiatives and cooperative development.

2. LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

Constitution of South Africa, 1996

Municipal Systems Act, 32 of 2000

DOA Regulations and Guidelines

Constitution of the RSA Act No. 108 of 1996

White Paper on Local Government, 1998

National Framework on Local Economic Development (LED), 2014
Mbhashe Local Economic Development (LED) Strategy, 2015

3. POLICY AIM

Preventing and controlling parasites, ensuring animals are protected against internal
and external parasites through appropriate stock remedies.

Improving livestock health and reducing mortality, supporting farmers in maintaining
productive and healthy livestock populations.
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Ensuring equitable access to stock remedies and maize guaranteeing that all eligible
farmers receive the necessary support efficiently, transparently, and fairly

4. DISTRIBUTION

The Municipality to request verified livestock numbers and maize projects per ward
from the Department of Agriculture (DOA) under Veterinary Services annually.
Livestock owned by farmers to be registered by ward animal health technician,
creating a clear record to guide fair allocation.

Records of livestock numbers will be regularly updated to reflect births, deaths, sales,
or acquisitions, ensuring allocation remains accurate each year.

Verified maize projects and livestock numbers from DOA will form the basis for
determining stock remedy requirements per ward, ensuring resources are distributed
in proportion to actual livestock populations.

5. ALLOCATION QF STOCK REMEDY & MAIZE

Proportional Allocation: Stock remedies and maize projects will be distributed
proportionally according to verified livestock and maize projects numbers per ward,
as obtained annually from the Department of Agriculture (DOA).

Priority to Active Participants: Farmers actively pariicipating in municipal agricultural
programs, training, and workshops will receive priority, promoting engagement and
capacity building.

Adjustment Based on Herd and Health: Allocation may be adjusted to account for:
Herd size — ensuring larger herds receive an appropriate share.

Livestock health status — prioritizing animals requiring urgent treatment.
Availability of stock remedies — optimizing distribution based on supply.
Transparency and Accountability: The allocation process will be open and
documented, with records maintained at both municipal and ward levels for
monitoring and evaluation purposes.

6. BENEFICIARIES

Communal and emerging farmers within the Mbhashe Local Municipality.
Farmers actively participating in agricultural support programs, workshops, and
municipal projects.

7. APPROACH TO AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Integrated Capacity Building: Maize and Stock remedy distribution wiil be linked to
Agricultural Information Days, workshops, and technical training, empowering
farmers with knowledge and skills.

Each financial year, Mbhashe Local Municipality will issue a public advert inviting
emerging maize farmers and maize project associations to apply for support through
the Maize Production Support Programme. The support will be provided in the form
of certified maize seed (Roundup Ready® + Stalk Borer Resistant (BR)) to eligible

applicants.
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Promotion of Sustainable Livestock Practices: Encourage sustainable and profitable
livestock farming practices, improving herd health, productivity, and long-term
economic viability.

Alignment with Municipal Development Plans: All distribution and training activities
will be aligned with the Mbhashe Municipal Integrated Development Plan (IDP)
2022-2026, ensuring consistency with broader agricultural and economic
development objectives.

8. LED AGRICULTURAL SCREENING COMMITTEE

The LED Agricultural Screening Committee is responsible for:

Reviewing and shortlisting applications

Conducting administrative and ID verification

Ensuring no applicant is a government employee or municipal office bearer
Coordinating site verification visits

Recommending qualifying applicants to the Executive Committee

The Committee convened for evaluations, verifications, and final recommendations.

9. DIRECTIVES
9.1 WHO SHOULD APPLY ON MAIZE PROGRAME?

The Mbhashe Maize Production Support Programme invites applications from the
following eligible groups:

Maize production projects cultivating a minimum of 5 hectares

Previously disadvantaged groups, including youth, women, and persons with
disabilities

Maize associations and cooperatives operating within the Mbhashe Local
Municipality

9.2 WHO SHOULD NQT APPLY?

The following groups are not eligible to apply for the Mbhashe Maize Production
Support Programme:

Government officials

Ward Councillors, PR Councillors and Ward Committees

Projects previously supported through other municipal development programmes
Backyard or small-plot maize projects that do not meet the minimum hectarage
requirement

Projects located outside the Mbhashe Local Municipality boundaries

10. DEPARTMENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES

10.1 Mbhashe Local Municipality
Coordinate the overall maize and stock remedy distribution process.
Verify beneficiaries to ensure fair and equitable allocation.
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Provide oversight of maize and stock remedy distribution at municipal and ward
levels.
Maintain records and report on distribution cutcomes.

10.2 Department of Agriculture
Supply maize and stock remedies as per municipal requests.
Provide veterinary technical support for safe and effective administration.
Support capacity building initiatives for farmers through training and advisory
services.
Support capacity building initiatives for farmers through training and advisory
services.

10.3 Farmers
Administer maize and stock remedies correctly according to provided guidelines and
training.
Actively participate in municipal agricultural programs, workshops, and training
sessions.
Maintain accurate records of livestock health and treatment as required by the
municipality.

11. MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Regular Monitoring: Continuous oversight of stock remedy usage and livestock
health outcomes at ward and village levels and Ensure remedies are administered
correctly and efficiently by farmers.

Farmer Reporting: Farmers are required to report challenges, misuse, or adverse
effects of stock remedies to municipal officials or ward agricultural coordinators.
Annual Oversight: The Mbhashe LED Standing Committee will conduct annual
monitoring to assess distribution faimess, compliance with guidelines, and overall
effectiveness.

Informing Policy and Allocation: Monitoring reports will be used to inform future
maize and stock remedy allocations, improve program implementation, and guide
adjustments to the policy as necessary.

12. CONCLUSION

Improved livestock health and productivity among communal and emerging farmers.
Enhanced food security and livelihoods within the municipality.

Promotion of sustainable and profitable livestock farming practices.

Strengthened collaboration between the Municipality, DOA, and local farmers.

The Mbhashe Maize Support Programme Policy establishes a clear and transparent
framework for strengthening maize production, supporting emerging farmers, and
advancing local economic development in the municipality. It defines eligibility,
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application, verification, and monitoring processes to ensure fair and responsible
allocation of municipal resources.

13. POLICY REVIEW

This policy will be reviewed annually in alignment with the Municipality’s Service Delivery
and Budget Implementation Plan (SDBIP). The annual review will ensure that the policy
remains relevant, responsive to emerging needs, and consistent with municipal strategic

priorities and legislative requirements.
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